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INVESTIGATION: REHAB RIVIERA, PART2 
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Care called into question at some ‘nonmedical’ Southern California rehabs | Police have bloodhound 
in training, thanks to 
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A bloodhound can sniff out the 
dead skin cells that tumble off a 
typical human body like so much 
talcum powder, at the rate of 
about 30,000 cells per hour. 

A bloodhound’s floppy ears rus- 
tle dust up from the ground and 
make that dust swirl around its 
nose to make the sniffing easier. 

A bloodhound’s olfactory abil- 
ities are legendary, dating to the 
middle ages, when the dogs were 
gentle enough to live around hu- 
mans yet wild enough to lead 
hunts. 

Someday, in the not-too-dis- 
tant future, a bloodhound named 
Rosie, who is being trained to 
work for Santa Ana’s police de- 
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COURTESY OF THE MANIACE FAMILY 
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KEN STEINHARDT — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Rosie is a S-month-old female 
bloodhound in training for duty 
with the Santa Ana Police 
Department. 


By Teri Sforza » ¢tsforza@scng.com » @terisforza on Twitter 


This is the beginning of your beautiful new life! 
So began a contract for Above It All Treatment Center, a drug 
rehabilitation facility in Lake Arrowhead where, in February, 


Matthew Maniace signed himself in for detox. 


He was a red-headed, freckle-faced sweetheart-turned-tough Chiefs’ win likely dashes 


playoff hopes for Chargers 
The Kansas City Chiefs routed the 
turnover-prone Los Angeles Char- 


gers, 30-13, to seize control 
of the AFC West. sports1 


guy. His Facebook page showed both sides; photos of puppies 
licking his face and of his new neck tattoo (part moth, part skull). 

Maniace was also an inveterate drug user, with a preference 
for heroin and alcohol. At 20, he’d been to rehab in at least three 
states. He was hoping the trip to California — to a licensed center 


described by a friend of Maniace’s as the “best rehab in America The unexpected craze in 


architectural design 

In Southern California, shipping 
containers are being modified into 
something vital — apartments to 
house the homeless. REALESTATE 


— would help him seize his elusive prize: long-term sobriety. 


What Maniace might not have known when he signed the ad- 
mission form is that Above It All is what California regulators call 
a “nonmedical” facility, which means it is not overseen by doctors. 

About one-third of California’s 1,800-plus licensed rehabs pro- 
vide nonmedical detox. Many wouldn’t be allowed to open in other = 
states because of the grave health dangers posed by withdrawal. MINDY SCHAUER — STAFF FILE PHOTO 
Dozens of people have died in California addiction treatment Since 2013, at least three clients have died at Above It All Treatment 

REHAB »PAGE10 Center: Matthew Maniace, 20; Terri Darling, 52; and James Dugas, 25. 


In a great year for cinema, 
here’s the best of the best 


Fantastic art, terrific characters 
THE SERIES and, wonder of wonders, original 
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Earlier this year, the Southern California News Group published Rehab Riviera, a three-part investigation about fraud, bad medicine Da ASE AEAN eae d 


and the victims in the region’s booming drug and alcohol recovery industry. Since then, we have looked deeper, finding problems in 


three specific areas of the rehab business. Here’s what we'll bring you over the next three days: 


TODAY | Death in Detox: Hundreds of MONDAY | Urine Inc.: In California, even TUESDAY | Welcome Homeless: At least 6 72/49 73/44 
rehab centers in California offer “nonmedical someone convicted of fraud or drug dealing part of Southern California’s homeless boom SA Coast Inland 
detox,” meaning people can try to break their or medical malpractice can make money in seems to be fueled by the region’s 1,100 re- 

drug addiction without medical care. It’s rehab, often through the vertical integration hab centers. Some woo out-of-state addicts Full Weather forecast» LOCALIS 

a loophole so risky that many other states of insurance payments for urine testing. Our with free, one-way trips, only to kick them to 

won't allow it. rules are lax, but prosecutors are watching. the streets after their insurance runs out. Customer Service: 714-796-7777 


Oh, the stress ... but find some ways to rest 


By Roxana Kopetman 
rkopetman@scng.com 
@roxanakopetman on Twitter 


At Cal State Fullerton, students 
seeking a break from the stress of 
finals can take power naps in big, 
inflatable hammocks. 

At UC Riverside, they can re- 
lieve nervousness with free mas- 
sages and cookies. 

At USC, they literally cry out 
their anxiety with a coordinated 
“primal scream.” 

The stress of finals is taken se- 
riously these days on college cam- 


puses, where resources and pro- w i 
grams to relieve anxiety and im- JEFF GRITCHEN — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER MATT MASIN — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


prove students’ mental well-being Graham Taylor, a psychology major, knows real bull riders use only No doubt: Mater Dei’s Amon-Ra St. Brown celebrates with teammates 

is increasingly met with all man- one hand as he takes a break from studying to ride a mechanical after a touchdown against De La Salle in the CIF State Open Division 

ner of programming. bull at The DeStress Carnival at Whittier College, which hosts an championship game at Sacramento State University on Saturday. Mater 
FINALS » PAGE7 event every semester to help students release their stress. Dei, the No. 1team in the nation, dominated the night. sports) 
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